
The Martin County 4-H Day camp 
teamed up with Martin County’s Artifi-
cial Reef program.  Kathy  
FitzPatrick, P.E., Coastal Engineer, 
Baret Beal, Environmental Lands Field 
Tech,  Jessica Meinardi, Administrative 
Assistant and Nicole D'antonio, Student 
Coastal Assistant  helped us make 
“Reef Balls” that would be used  to cre-
ate an artificial reef in the Indian River 
Lagoon. Our day camp youth all 26 of 
them, and 4 camp counselors worked 
hard at preparing the molds, mixing the 
cement and pouring the mixture into 
the molds to create the “Reef Balls.”  
Ms. FitzPatrick and Ms. Beal arrived at 
the 4-H office with a power point to 
explain the loss of aquatic habitat due 
to human impact and how we could 
help with this problem by helping to 
create artificial reefs. They explained 
there were many different types of arti-
ficial reefs including, sunken ships,  
large concrete debris, and even decom-
missioned airplanes which were 
stripped and sunk to be utilized as arti-
ficial reefs.  The youth first had to pre-
pare the molds.  Then they had to mix 
the cement and pour it into the mold. 
The cement structures had to set up 
overnight before they could be 
“hatched” out of the molds. After they 
set and harden, about 6 months, they 
will be placed into the Indian River La-
goon to become a new habitat for our 
aquatic animals. 

IRCC then attending the   Martin County 4-H was able to 
give out 3 scholarships totaling 
$1000. The Scholarships went to  
(pictured) Anthony Stracuzzi, 
Daniel England and  Peter 
Linde. 
Peter is planning on finishing at 
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In Sync with the Indian River Lagoon 
Rebecca Long and Alison Frost  
Prepare molds 

Above – Kyle Annase working 
hard at mixing cement for 
molds 

“Hatching out Reef Balls” from left 
Alison Frost, Holly Hunter, Sarah 
Paust, Ashley Ebright and Rebecca 
Long 

Almost finished– L to R – Jake Cor-
coran, Jason Salcedo, Rachel Chap-
pell, Owen Croyle,  Blake Hicks and 
Blake Croyle 

For more information on this really great 
environmental project go to  
www.martinreefs.com 

University of Florida. Daniel is 
planning on attending North Flor-
ida and Anthony is attending 
IRCC and pursuing a degree in 
fire science. Martin County 4-H 
wishes all our scholarship recipi-
ents the best of luck. 




